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Three farms – Twin Birch Dairy of New York; Threemile Canyon Farms, of Boardman, Oregon;
and Rosy-Lane Holsteins LLC of Watertown, Wisconsin – were recipients of Outstanding Dairy Farm
Sustainability awards.

In addition to the Outstanding Dairy Farm Sustainability honorees, Turkey Hill Clean Water
Partnership were recognized for Outstanding Dairy Supply Chain Collaboration, Sustainable
Conservation was recognized for Outstanding Community Impact and Leprino Foods was
recognized for Outstanding Dairy Processing and Manufacturing Sustainability.

ADVERTISEMENT

Outstanding Supply Chain Collaboration
Turkey Hill Clean Water Partnership, Pennsylvania

The headwaters of what was to become the Turkey Hill Clean Water Partnership (THCWP) emerged
in 2017 at the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay’s Businesses for the Bay forum. Today, THCWP’s
achievements are built on the idea that environmental conservation and sustainability are the shared
responsibility of each segment of the dairy supply chain.

THCWP is a public-private partnership bringing together dairy processor Turkey Hill Dairy, the dairy
farmer members of the Maryland & Virginia Milk Producers Cooperative Association (MDVA) and The
Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay, a regional non-profit organization. THCWP is focused in
Pennsylvania’s Lancaster County and surrounding counties, an area highly populated by small dairy
operations facing economic pressures that often leave them unable to make financial investments in
conservation practices.

THCWP was created to support those farmers in adopting increased conservation standards and to
dedicate dollars to pay farmers a premium for their product once conservation compliance has been
achieved. The goal is to decrease phosphorus, nitrogen and sediment runoff to restore the health of
the Chesapeake Bay and to achieve 100% conservation compliance among dairy farms supplying
Turkey Hill Dairy with milk.
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Through grants – from the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Services and the National Fish and
Wildlife Federation – plus support from Turkey Hill Dairy, THCWP raised over $2 million to fund the
initiative. The program pays for 100% of development and up to 75% of installing conservation and
nutrient management plans. Since 2017, the partnership has helped over 160 dairy farmers develop
conservation plans and funded 20 on-farm conservation projects.

Solutions like improved housing for cows, manure storage, tree planting, stream fencing, cover crops,
conservation tillage and nutrient management improve the farms’ soil, water and manure
management, improving local waterways and the Chesapeake Bay.

On an annual basis, the THCWP has reduced the estimated total pollutant load by about 421,328
pounds of nitrogen, 7,198 pounds of phosphorus and 2,921 tons of sediment.

The adoption rate among farms supplying Turkey Hill Dairy is 90.5%. It takes approximately two to
three months for a farm to enroll and achieve compliance. The partners evaluate the progress and
success through meetings, trainings and database entry and with a monthly conference call. Third-
party inspectors also track implementation progress and compliance with each state’s conservation
standards and regulations.

Built to disseminate information and replicate action, the THCWP works to inspire others through
speaking engagements and presentations at community events. A short film describing the partnership
and a conservation exhibit has been developed for use at consumer marketing events.
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The THCWP has changed relationships. One unintended benefit has been how the program has been
embraced by the Amish community, which has traditionally eschewed government intervention. The
THCWP also encourages consumers to “join” the partnership by taking water quality improvement
actions on their own properties to improve water quality.

The THCWP has also begun to inspire others into action. MDVA plans to expand conservation plan
development and implementation technical assistance to member farmers in other counties and, with
the support of the alliance, established a similar program with Nestlé USA and with regional grocer
Giant of Landover. Together, these supply chain partnerships are making it easier for dairy farmers
and consumers to reduce their impacts on local waterways flowing into the Chesapeake Bay and tell
the dairy sustainability story.

By generated positive public attention and demonstrating their shared social responsibility goals, the
THCWP partners are having a positive impact in the dairy value chain and ecosystem. 

PHOTO 1: Christian and Laura Landis, one of the participants in the Turkey Hill Clean Water
Partnership, in front of their new heifer barn. They were able to complete the heifer facility with the
help of grant money from the Turkey Hill Clean Water Partnership.

PHOTO 2: Turkey Hill Clean Water Partnership participant Laura Landis.

PHOTO 3: Tree planting at a dairy farm participating in the Turkey Hill project. Photos courtesy ALH
wordandimage LLC.

How audiobooks make me a better dairy
manager
What are you listening to right now? What do
you listen to while you're in the...

Two questions for the second half of
2020
Like the parable of the “Blind Men and an
Elephant,” any personal statements...

Small changes can equate to big
results: How purchasing calf hutches
led to better health
Have you ever found yourself scrolling through
Facebook marketplace and seeing...

LATEST BLOG

Economic Update: May dairy cow
slaughter much lower
Update Highlights May dairy cow slaughter
much lower Dairy still filling...

What happened? What’s next? - A look
at record volatility and the importance
of grocery store sales
You’re busy milking cows, harvesting forages
and finding things for the kids...

Weekly Digest: CFAP dairy payments
top $895 million through June 22
Digest Highlights CFAP dairy payments top
$895 million through June 22 The...

LATEST NEWS



6/29/2020 Partnership shows commitment to environment, farmers - Progressive Dairy

https://www.progressivedairy.com/topics/people/partnership-shows-commitment-to-environment-farmers 5/5

Progressive DairyProgressive Dairy magazine is printed 20 magazine is printed 20
times each year for forward-thinking U.S.times each year for forward-thinking U.S.
dairy producers. The award-winningdairy producers. The award-winning
magazine's editors and contributors providemagazine's editors and contributors provide
compelling features, helpful articles,compelling features, helpful articles,
insightful news analysis, and entertaininginsightful news analysis, and entertaining
commentary about the people, practices andcommentary about the people, practices and
topics related to a dairy lifestyle.topics related to a dairy lifestyle.

Provide forward-thinking dairy producers with practical, unbiased dairyProvide forward-thinking dairy producers with practical, unbiased dairy
management tips, timely news and thought-provoking opinions.management tips, timely news and thought-provoking opinions.

Create an open forum of discussion and an easy-to-read magazine ofCreate an open forum of discussion and an easy-to-read magazine of
expert information about the U.S. dairy industry.expert information about the U.S. dairy industry.

Assist dairy producers in improving their profitability and efficiency whileAssist dairy producers in improving their profitability and efficiency while
enjoying the life experiences associated with producing milk.enjoying the life experiences associated with producing milk.

(800) 320-1424(800) 320-1424

(208) 324-7513(208) 324-7513

Progressive DairyProgressive Dairy

PO Box 585 (Mailing)PO Box 585 (Mailing)

238 West Nez Perce (Physical)238 West Nez Perce (Physical)

Jerome, ID 83338, USAJerome, ID 83338, USA

editoeditor@pror@progressgressivedaivedairy.ciry.comom

DAIRYDAIRY LINKS LINKS

Dairy Industry NewsDairy Industry News

Dairy Production TopicsDairy Production Topics

BlogsBlogs

MagazineMagazine

Spanish/English training toolsSpanish/English training tools

El Lechero Digital EditionsEl Lechero Digital Editions

DAIRYDAIRY PRODUCTION TOPICS PRODUCTION TOPICS

PeoplePeople

Feed & NutritionFeed & Nutrition

A.I. & BreedingA.I. & Breeding

ManagementManagement

Calves & HeifersCalves & Heifers

ManureManure

Barns & EquipmentBarns & Equipment

Herd HealthHerd Health

Training PostersTraining Posters

MOREMORE INFO INFO

About UsAbout Us

Get MagazineGet Magazine

Get eNewsletterGet eNewsletter

U.S. Dairy StatsU.S. Dairy Stats

AdvertiseAdvertise

FAQFAQ

Article ListArticle List

Progressive Dairy MerchandiseProgressive Dairy Merchandise

Progressive Publishing BrandingProgressive Publishing Branding

Submit a story idea or tipSubmit a story idea or tip

Progressive Publishing WebsiteProgressive Publishing Website

Job OpportunitiesJob Opportunities

CONNECTCONNECT WITH US WITH US

OTHER PUBLICATIONSOTHER PUBLICATIONS

  

Progressive Dairy: Canada EditionProgressive Dairy: Canada Edition
Differences in government policiesDifferences in government policies
and climate make and climate make Progressive Dairy –Progressive Dairy –
CanadaCanada useful to subscribers up useful to subscribers up
north. The magazine is publishednorth. The magazine is published
monthly with a sizeable portion ofmonthly with a sizeable portion of
articles unique to Canadians.articles unique to Canadians.

Progressive Dairy - en françaisProgressive Dairy - en français
Progressive Dairy - en françaisProgressive Dairy - en français
expands expands PDPD ’s mission of providing’s mission of providing
useful dairy information by offering auseful dairy information by offering a
publication specific to French-publication specific to French-
speaking dairy producers in Canadaspeaking dairy producers in Canada
with a local touch.with a local touch.

Progressive CattleProgressive Cattle
Progressive CattleProgressive Cattle magazine captures magazine captures
the essence of the cattle producerthe essence of the cattle producer
and ranching experience. Thisand ranching experience. This
monthly publication is tailored for allmonthly publication is tailored for all
segments of the beef industry and willsegments of the beef industry and will
consistently provide compellingconsistently provide compelling
features and photography, timelyfeatures and photography, timely
news, expert industry voices andnews, expert industry voices and
entertaining commentary.entertaining commentary.

Progressive ForageProgressive Forage
Each issue of Each issue of Progressive ForageProgressive Forage
contains articles which focus on acontains articles which focus on a
particular topic area within the forageparticular topic area within the forage
industry. These timely themes deliverindustry. These timely themes deliver
information relevant to forageinformation relevant to forage
producers and other forageproducers and other forage
professionals to help them be moreprofessionals to help them be more
successful and profitable in theirsuccessful and profitable in their
areas of operation.areas of operation.

© Copyright 2020 Progressive Dairy. All Rights Reserved.


